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C meet: Govt faces fire on Maoist poli

DK SINGH
/{ DELHL JUNE 10

first meeting of the re-
tituted National Advi-
Council (NAC) on
itnessed criticism of the
xment’s “iron fist” policy
xalism even as the high
sory body decided to fo-
1 Security Act as its top
ou are losing the war,”
Munda, an NAC mem-
irnt to have told Prime
anmohan Singh when
vers led by Chairperson
ihi called on him after
g
mbers were of the view
rnment should focus on
als into the mainstream
velopment, especially
king water schemes, ed-
ahatma Gandhi Rural

NAC members after the meeting on Thursday.

Employment Guarantee Scheme
and food security. While most of
members were said to have empha-
sised on development aspects in the
fight against Naxalism, Munda, who
was nominated to the Rajya Sabha
recently, was said to be particularly

ANIL SHARMA

critical, pointing out that “combing
operations” of the security forces
had failed as they could not move
beyond the roads into the jungles.
Although the NAC members ex-
pressed reservation against the iron
fist policy, there was no rejection of

the ongoing anti-Naxal operations.
Munda was of the view that some
force was necessary to bring Naxals
to the negotiating table.

Although an official press release
detailing the “focus” areas of the
NAC as decided by members
skipped any mention of Naxalism or
internal security, the background
note presented by NAC Secretary
Rita Sharma identified “internal se-
curity and preservation of commu-
nal harmony” as one of the issues
the NAC would monitor. The sug-
gested topics for consideration in-
cluded “ensuring integrated devel-
opment” in Naxal-hit districts”.

Discussing the Food Security Bill,
Harsh Mander was said to have sug-
gested “leniency” in enumerating
beneficiaries. Farah Naqvi was said
to have dwelt at length over the
plight of Muslim women in the con-
text of the socio-economic back-

wardness of the communi

The terms of referenc
NAC include monitor
progress of implementati
UPA government’s agenc
lined in the Presidential A
June 2009 and providing i
the formulation of polic
government and support .
islative business.

NAC Chairperson Soni:
acknowledged the contril
the earlier NAC especially
enactment of the RTT Ac
MGNREGA. She added tt
be the firm endeavour of
work sincerely, The PM e
confidence that the NAC 1
will be able to assist the gove:
taking the fruits of develo
the vulnerable sections of st

Next NAC meeting will b
July 1 to consider the issue:
to the proposed Food Secu
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