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Pune: In keeping with the spirﬁ
of 'the show must , Pu-
lotsav, the 1l-day cu tural festi-
val dedicated to humorist Pu
La Dmip:nde' started here on
ackdrop of the
death of writer and Pu La's wife
Sunitabai, a day before,
Stating that the family mem-
bers of Pu La had n the nod
to go ahead with
r schedule, organiser of the
estival, Virendra Chitrav said
that both Pu La and Sunitabai
would also have wished it to
continue in case of any even-
tuality.
Ar:tor Nana Patekar, who
ted the 7th Pulotsav,

his inaugural
m ueﬁuf Su;g::'t:msa“hig

her to PuLaon
eve of his birthday. “We can
have imaginary joy that both of
them are now together in heav-
enly abode,” he exclaimed.

Patekar, who reminisced the

beg;nnmg of his acting career
Leith a role in Pu La's drama

pande at the
away on Saturday. (Report on Page 2)
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Family members consent,
11-day Pulotsav begins

LIGHT HOHIN‘I’I;(meHt) mambar
Narendra Jadhav, actor Nana Patekar I\ﬁ Dr Meena Prabhu at
the inauguration of Pulotsav at New English Schoal on Sunday

‘Amhi Latike Na Boly' d Saﬁsh]:kmdar Clugfﬂpemi.m

d|1|ear|’?m. ml::ﬁ the tb:m ploe
c pract oy
I'I:t:‘:mns mmr?ssmn mem-
ber Dr Narendra Jadhav threw
light on Pu La's personality.
The ll-day cultural extrava-
ganza kickstarted with a perfor-
mance by 10 finalists of SaRe-
GaMaPa, a popular Marathi
musical show on TV. Festival
convener Dr Meena Prabhu,

Officer of Sakaal Media Grou mﬁ

glll‘s

actor Nana Patekar (3rd L) along with others pay
; 09 at Tilak Road on Sunday. She passed
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Seventh Pulotsav begins with

tribute to Sunita Deshpande

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

| Pune: A two-minute silence
' in memory of noted writer
and wife of Pu La Deshpande,
: Sunita Deshpande, who
passed away on Saturday,

marked the inauguration of .

i the seventh edition of the Pu-
i lotsav’ before a packed audi-

Shyam‘Sonar

Jakatdar, festival director:

In his speech, Jadhav said
that he was glad that this is
his first public function since
he was appointed on the Plan-
ning Commission. “My wife
and I have been associated
with the Pulotsav for a long
time. So, we had to be here this
year too. It is admirable to see
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Znte ol SaRARg new programmes being in- | o \ \| ‘ 03
An annual event organised troduced every year and that
by the Aashay Sanskrutik in is exactly what Sunitabai

memory of renowned littera-
i teur and humourist P L Desh-
i pandeorPulaas he was pop-
i ularly known, the festival was
. inaugurated by actor Nana
. Patekar in the presence of

(From left) Narendra Jadhav, Nana Patekar and Meena Prabhu at

_ the inauguration on New English School ground on Sunday

wanted, a festival that turns

Patekar, meanwhile, spoke
about how it felt a bit strange

in the absence of Sunita Desh- '

pande, “I never saw Sunitabai

younger by the year,” he said. -

Narendra Jadhay, member of % tribution to the festival has as being separate from Bhai _— =
| the Planning Commission and Cremation been immense. We had even and that was wrong. That said, Ve \.:»D. ) y-\CQ)
- former vice-chancellor of the t V 'kl.l th a second thoughts about hold- I'm glad that there is such a pro- (?
University of Pune and pop- at vaikun ing the festival just days after gramme that plays tribute to (& { [ (
ular writer Meena Prabhuon  Noted writer Sunita her demise. But both the great person that Bhai [ j
the New English School  Deshpande's last rites Sunitabai and Bhai (P L Desh- was,” he said. He further spoke
ground on Tilak road. were carried out at the pande) believed that the show of how he started his careerin
The festival, which is on  Vaikunth crematorium on must go on, and this senti- theatre with one of Pu La’s
till November 18, promises a  Sunday morning in the ment was echoed by their fam-  plays. “Soon after I did Ankush’
bougquet of offerings includ-  presence of a number of ily members,” said Virendra and the director, N Chandra
ing music, art, theatre, liter-  people, including Chitrav, festival director. and me invited him for a
ature, documentaries and  politicians like Gopinath “Both Pu La and Sunitabai screening. He loved the film
some other cultural Munde and actors Nana were part of Aashay San- andwrotealetter appreciating
programmes, Patekar and Dilip skrutik and we never envis- it which worked wonders be-
This year’s festivities, how-  Prabhavalkar, among aged a day where we would causeevery Marathi speaking
ever, will miss the presenceof  others. T start the festival the day after person believed Pu La’s words,”
Sunita Deshpande. “Her con- she passed away,” said Satish said Patekar.
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