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AMCHA BAAPANIAMI

Their Father and Them

A book on how an unlettered Dalit inspired his children to excel in life wins wide acclaim

By SMRUTIKOPPIKAR

fact, he is the youngest ever person in

HEN the adolescent boy
said he wanted to be o
writern, eldersin the fam-
ily scolfed, saying he'd
perhiaps end up begping lor o living,

But his father sald: “Ull never
ask you todo thisor that. Alll
havetosay toyouisireachthe
top in whatever it as you are
doing. You want to beathief?
No problem. But be such a
thicl that the whole world
will salute you.™ Years luter,
sons Narendra Jadhay has
ransacked his pust. dipped
into his father's innate wis-
dom, and weaved o tapestry
of life's lessons into a book
that the Marathi literary
worid is suiuting,

Called Antclia Bacpani Amibi
(Our Father and Us), the book,
wrilten in Marathi, ixaomoving
tribute to a father from hischil-
dren. Butitis also an evocitive
portrayal of how an unlettered
Dalit inspired his children to
reachlorthestars. Thatinspira-
tion came from within, lurgely
based on hisexperienceof lifeat
the very bottom of & caste-
conscious society.

First released in December
1993, thebook hascrossed the
10,000 mark—it'snowintoits
third edition—and is fust sct-
ting a record for sales in the
Maurathi publishing world, It
has also inspired o feuture
film—with Nilu Phule. star-
uctor. In the lewd as fther
l).unodur].u.h.w that willbe
ready early next year. Discus-
sions for a tele-serial are under
way. And translations have just
begun into five Indian um‘xwo
foreign languages: 1i
lish, Bengall, Fan

thatposition (see box). He attributes the
sueesss to his father’s inspiration. “In
oueidiom, wecal it thescarch forexcel-
lenee, Formy futher, itwas simply a part
ol hisoutlook.”

That vutlook and the sell-taught

"An ordinary man, my
[ather changed his mindset
and succeeded in changing
his next generation.”

Narendra Jadhav, Son

bU(,(,Lbb STORY

A Pl in cconomics from Indiana University.
USA. Narendra Jadhav was adjudged the best
internationalstudent thereforhisrecordmarks
inthesubject. Taday:, heistheadvisertotherm's
Department of Economic Analysis and Plan-
ning —~theyoungestever personinthe position.
Jadhaov authored the v report that led to the
part convertibility of the rupee and the relax-
ationol gold-import normsby the Government.
He has Tour books on cconomicsto hiseredit.

philosophy tocombatsocial oppression
form the central theme of the book.
Damodar Jadhav. who had no formal
cducation, came to Bombay [rom
Ojhar near Nashik, 1t was a village so
polarised along caste lines that Dalits
could not wear slippers since il

olfended the upper castes. In
Bombay, he worked by turns
as i porler.  newspaper
vendor, mason, carpenter,
cabinman and lourth-gride
worker in the port teust.

He died in 1989 and his
children awe the living exin-
plesof his philosophy. Jadhav's
eldest brother, LD, Judhav, is in
the Indian Administrative Sei-
vice alis curvently the mu-
nicipal commissioner of Bom-
bay. Another brother, Dinesh
Jadhav. is o deputy municipal
commissioner. The other chil-
dren have settled down in sell-
made, comfortable lives.

Allcould easily hive been
like their cousins back in
Ojhar village, toiling as knd-
lesslabourersand livingat the
very edpe ol society. "'he dif-
ference was iy father's vision
and bi:dream,” says Jidhav.

It was addream born out of

B.R. Ambedkar's one-line di-
rective to Dalits: educate. unite
and fight back. In i sense,

Ambedkar is the real hero of

the book: it is as much ubout
hitn ax the Jidhav Gunily, ‘The
book ix also i saga of an un-
Known Dalit and a collective
autobiography of the under-
privileged. Around the aatobi-
ographical anecdotes penned
by his futher, Jadhay wove two
sections: the first comprises

the children’s impressions of

their father: the second s
where they write about them.
selves. Recalls fadhay: “When
my father retired. he would
tinker around the house
Thatwouldirritate the women,
To Keep him busy, | gave hin i
pep talk and told him tha
heshouldwrite hispersonales
periences,” The senior fidhay
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